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John Beatty Coleman 

Roseisle owes a debt of gratitude to John Beatty Coleman, an avid photographer who left an 

outstanding pictorial record of the early years of our community.  J.B. Coleman came to the 

Roseisle district from Ontario in 1897 along with his parents and his brother William. They 

bought NW 16-6-7w from Alex Begg and John became the district’s second postmaster (1897-

1904).  John Beatty Coleman married Anna Hillis from Ontario.  They are seen below in an early 

‘selfie’.  You can see the cord in J.B.’s hand and the blurred motion as he tripped the cord with 

his foot.   

 

 

John B. and Anna Coleman were active in the church and community. In 1918, they purchased 

the Maccabee Hall and donated the building to start the First Mission Church, which later 

affiliated with the Pentecostal Church. Their two sons, Raymond and Glenn, also were active 

members of the community.  Glenn purchased SW 16-6-7w; his son Gerald still farms the land 

and is the third generation of the Coleman family to serve the church and the Roseisle 

community.  John Beatty Coleman and wife Anna, his parents, and several other family members 

are buried in Roseisle Cemetery.  

Special thanks to the Coleman family for continuing to serve the Roseisle community by 

generously sharing this unique record of our past. 



First Settlers Arrive 

 

In the late 1880s, settlers laid claim to lands just east of the escarpment, the edge of former Lake 

Agassiz.  Like the rest of the newly-established province of Manitoba, the land around what later 

became Roseisle had been surveyed into mile-square sections and opened to homesteading.  At 

that time, the area was part of Carlton Municipality. The 1872 survey shows a track following 

the escarpment, along what is now known as the Ridge Road.  About a mile south of present-day 

Roseisle, the trail divided. One branch continued north as an “Indian path”, the other, an “Indian 

Cart Trail”, angled north-eastward, crossing the river near where the south and north branches 

join to form what had come to be known as the Boyne River. The sketch below is adapted from 

the early survey map of the area
1
. 

 

Alex Begg homesteaded near the junction of the trails on the north-west ¼ of section 16-6-7.  It 

was here that the first local post office was established and Roseisle was given its name.  

 

 
__ Pre-settlement Indian Paths/Cart Trail     

__ Boyne River 

 

1  First Roseisle Post Office    

2  First Store (Moore’s) 

3  First Roseisle School & Gospel Hall Church   

4  Cemetery, Presbyterian Church   
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Roseisle Post Office 

 

 

 

ARoseisle@ was the name given to the local post-office when it opened in 1886. The Manitoba 

News carried the following news item: AThe settlers of Townships 5 and 6, Range 7 have been 

petitioning for a much-needed post office in the locality and are now rejoicing that the petition 

is at last about to be granted. The new post office will be called ARoseisle@ and will be opened 

in December. Mr. Alex Begg, Councillor of Carlton, is to be the postmaster. The location of 

the office being NW 16-6-7w.@2
   This site was approximately one mile west and 1-1/4 miles 

south of the present town site (currently the Swain residence).  The name of the new post 

office is said to have been chosen by Alex Begg and his wife after viewing a beautiful >island= 

of wild roses near their home.
3 

 

The photograph below of spring flooding on the Coleman farm circa 1900 shows how water run-

off from the nearby escarpment may well have created an island of roses near the home. The 

Roseisle Rose monument, symbol of our community, is dedicated to the early settlers, in 

particular, to Alex Begg and his wife for their role in naming Roseisle.  
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Spring flooding near the Coleman Farm, site of the First Roseisle Post Office 

 

In the early days, mail was delivered to the post office by horse, following a mail route from 

Linthrathen, south of present-day Graysville. Judging from the 1891-92 diaries of early resident 

W.D.B. Boyd, the mail did not always arrive on schedule. Boyd recorded in his diary for 

Thursday, December 31
st
, 1891:  ADown for mail tonight but it did not get in.@4

  However, the 

following day, he reported that the AMail got in at noon.@4
  And again on January 7

th
 : ADown at 

Beggs tonight for mail. It got in on time.@5 
 It seems likely that the post office also carried some 

goods and supplies. Boyd notes that he got Aa gallon of coal oil from Beggs@ 6
  and later that he 

ABrought up 2 chests of tea for Beggs, 180 lbs. A7
  

 

In 1887, the Coleman family bought the property and John Coleman served as postmaster 

until 1904, after which the post office moved to a new store built by William Galbraith at the 

present town site north of the railway.   
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First Roseisle School 

 
The First School (1894-1914) 

For several years after the first homesteaders arrived in the district, the community did not have a 

schoolhouse. Ethel Chisholm, daughter of Roseisle pioneer Joseph Smith, recalled that, “By 

1892 there were so many children without schooling they decided to build a little red 

schoolhouse on the northwest quarter of Mr. Boyd’s farm a mile west of Roseisle.”
8 

 

 

First Roseisle School 

On September 3, 1892, the R.M. of Dufferin received a deputation from the west end of the 

municipality petitioning for formation of a school district in Township 6, Range 7w.  Although 

the area of the proposed district was less than twenty square miles, it contained the ten children 

required to form a school.
9
          

  

Little is known about the people behind this new venture. A brief history of the McPhail family
10

 

records that, in 1891, Archibald Alexander McPhail was instrumental in trying to start a school  

 

-5- 



at Roseisle.  A.A. McPhail taught school at Stephenfield from 1890 to 1892.  W.D.B. Boyd 

mentions in his 1892 diary that a school meeting was held at Carr’s and that Mr. McPhail had 

been around with the school petition.
11

  George Laing and others are said to have presented the 

petition to the Municipal Council.
12

  No doubt many members of the district were involved in the 

project. 

 

The first school was built in 1894 on the Boyd property (NW 21-6-7W), about a mile west and a 

hundred yards north of the present village.
 13 

 Roseisle resident Cliff McPherson recalled that the 

clearing where the school once stood was approximately where the house or barn stand on the 

property today, just south of the river. He remembered walking to Roseisle along the trail that led 

east from the site through the bush.
14 

 

The school was given the name of the local post office which was located a mile south of the 

school site.  Ethel Chisholm also remembered that “The children attended school for three weeks 

before the desks came making do by sitting on blocks of stove-wood laid on their sides, with 

slates on their knees. Miss Reekie was the first school-teacher, her salary being $160 a year. 

There was no railroad and no town.”
15

 

 

 
Miss Anderson’s Class July 28, 1907 

 

Thirteen pupils were enrolled: George, Charlie and Gladys Richardson; Carrie, Minnie, Fred and 

Ethel Smith; Ellen and Annie Moore; Tom and Lily Galbraith; George and Joseph Laing.
16
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Judging from the photographs that local photographer J.B. Coleman took in those early years,  

bare feet were part of the ‘school uniform’ of the day. 

 

Del Clearwater, an early pupil at the school, recalled the first day the train came west from 

Roseisle.  The teacher told the children not to go near the tracks when the train was passing but 

they headed through the bush anyway when they heard it coming. They all felt the bite of the 

teacher’s switch when they got back to school. 
17

  

 

Most of the land was still covered by trees in those days and it was not uncommon to see bears, 

lynx and other wildlife. The Hanslip children were coming to school one day from where they 

lived, a couple of miles west of the school. They saw a bear near a bridge they had to cross. They 

quickly backtracked and had to detour through the muskeg that lay below the escarpment.
18

 

 

Myrtle (Galbraith) Jopp attended the first school. In later years she wrote that “During harvesting 

and planting time very few attended or no one came to school. Winter was “larnin” time. The 

parents who had a little education down east taught their own....Even in the 1940's little country 

schools had a monster stove, where one scorched on one side and froze on the other....[but with] 

the pail of water forgotten to be emptied thawed on top of the stove - we had humidity....Seating 

was three to a desk. Each one had a slate and slate pencils (don’t dare to squeak pencil on 

slate)....We had a primer (reader), later a small arithmetic with questions.”
19

  Left-handed pupils, 

she recalled from personal experience,  were ‘encouraged’ by a rap on the knuckles to switch 

writing hands. It seems that Discipline was right up there with the Three R’s on the early school 

curriculum.  

 

A larger frame school was built in Roseisle in 1914.  When this building burned in 1920, it was 

replaced by a new brick structure on the same site. This school opened in 1921 and operated until 

1992.  It currently is a designated municipal heritage site with a private owner.  

 

 

Early Businesses 

The first general store to serve the Roseisle community was operated by E.J. Moore across the 

road and about a 1/4 mile south of the first post office on NE 17-6-7w (Shirley Snider home).  

The sign below AE.J. Moore General Store@ advertises ADeering Harvesting Machinery@. The 

property was later owned by the Rivett family. The two saplings seen in the photo grew into 

mature trees, one of which still stands in front of the Snider home.  
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E.J. Moore Store on NE 17-6-7w 

 

 

Rivett family in front of home 

Following the pattern of other small prairie communities, the rise and fall of local business 

ventures paralleled the fate of the railway. In 1903, after the Canadian Northern Railway was 
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extended west through the area, the Moore store was relocated to a site near the rail line. The 

Anew@ store is still standing and is currently known as Campbell=s General Store.   

 

 

Owners of the store over the years were: 

  E.J. and/or W.H. Moore
20

  1903 - 1920 

 Guy Osbert Taylor   1920 - 1943 

 Chester Hamilton   1944 - 1945 

 A.B. Drever    1945 - 1948 

 Robert J. Watson   1948 - 1951 

                        Campbell family
21

                              1951 – present   

   

W.C. Galbraith built a second store at the new town site in 1905 and became the third Roseisle 

postmaster. 

 

 

This photo of the ‘business centre’ of Roseisle was taken in the early 1900s. The train is arriving 
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 at Roseisle Station from the west. Right to left are Moore’s Store, Green’s boarding house,  

Plummer’s store (two story, later Garwood’s), Galbraith’s store (later Cheney’s), and Boyd’s 

lumber yard.  Behind the loading platform in the foreground were corrals that held cattle for 

shipping by rail. Note the outdoor plumbing facilities in the back yard of the station house.  

 

Blacksmith Shop. Walter Hodgins operated a blacksmith shop on Second Street. The family 

lived next door, north of the shop, in a two story home that still stands in its original location.  

Walter and his son Stanley served in the Canadian Army during World War I. The blacksmith 

shop was later operated by Alex Spence and Joe Cenerini. Del Clearwater had his garage at the 

site before moving to Main Avenue where his nephew Cliff McPherson later had his shop. 

 

 
Walter Hodgins & family in front of blacksmith shop 
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Walter Hodgins and family in front of their home 

 

 
 

Among the early J.B. Coleman photos is this picture of a man getting a haircut. We don’t have 

any records of a local barber in town and the men in the photo aren’t identified.  It looks like this 

is happening in someone’s home. Note the details of the early 1900’s décor – wallpaper, lamp, 

clock, wainscoting, photos.  Was it perhaps a neighbour or family member doing someone the 

favour of a trim or was this a more regular commercial service in town? This is a good reminder 

to us to label and date our photographs when we take them. 
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Early Roseisle Churches 

 

One of the early recognized needs in pioneer communities was for a church. Earliest services 

were held in homes or schools. In the early 1900s, Roseisle had three churches serving the 

community.   

 

Roseisle Presbyterian Church.  A Presbyterian Church was built in 1891 on land donated for 

that purpose by W.D.B. Boyd, at what is now the location of Roseisle cemetery.  The railway 

came through a half mile north of the site and, in 1904, the church was moved to Second Street 

in the growing hamlet of Roseisle. The congregation was initially part of the Ravenwood 

Mission and shared a minister with Orr Presbyterian Church to the east until 1920 when the 

church was assigned a resident minister. With church union in 1925, it was known as Roseisle 

United Church.  The church closed its doors in 1971; the building was moved to the 

Threshermen’s Museum near Morden where it was designated a Municipal Heritage building by 

Thompson Municipality.  Note the monument that stands at the former location on First Street.  

 

Women have always been active members of the local churches. Women of the congregations 

organized much of the social activity in the community – picnics, plays, musical evenings and a 

multitude of other events. They also held bake sales and used other fund-raising ventures to 

support the church and to carry out outreach programs. During World War I, the ladies were 

heavily involved in the war effort, sending parcels and corresponding with soldiers overseas. The 

marble plaque with names of local WWI soldiers that now forms the centre panel of the Roseisle 

Cenotaph hung in the church until it closed.   

 

Among the Coleman photos is one of the Presbyterian Ladies’ Aid taken at the home of 

Catherine (Mrs. John) Ager, a mile west of the present town.  Other than Catherine Ager (third 

from right, middle row) and Mrs. Maggie (Bob) Keith (seated, front row first from left) we do 

not have names for these ladies.  If you can help us name them, we would be most grateful. The 

photo was taken sometime before 1907 (the year Mrs. Ager died). 
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 Roseisle Presbyterian Ladies’ Aid Meeting at Home of Mrs. Catherine Ager  

 

Gospel Hall. During the first few years, the school was used as well for social events and for 

gospel meetings.  Mrs. Moon, a pioneer member of the Gospel Hall wrote: “The meetings were 

held in the small log schoolhouse one mile west from what is now the village of Roseisle. We 

paid for light and heat, but when [differences arose] inside the religious camp....They tried to put 

us out of the schoolhouse...”
13

 As a result, a new Gospel Hall was built near the school. The Hall 

remained there until it was moved into the village in 1908.   

 

  
Roseisle Gospel Hall 
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Moving the Gospel Hall to Roseisle 1908 

 

 

 
Still an annual event, Gospel Hall gatherings were being held in Roseisle as early as 1910 
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Roseisle Pentecostal Church. In 1918, J.B. Coleman purchased the former Maccabee Hall and 

donated it to the ‘New Testament Mission’.  In 1942, the church was renamed the Roseisle Full 

Gospel Mission; two years later, it affiliated with the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada.  The 

Church opened on 1
st
 Street in 1920 and served the congregation until 1977 when a new church 

was built on Main Ave.  The original building was purchased by Clifford McPherson and is still 

used for storage in Darren Colvin’s yard.  

 

No early photos of the church or the Maccabee Hall building were found in the Coleman 

collection. For further information on the history of the church and pictures of the congregation, 

see Roseisle Pentecostal Assembly 1920-1995, written by Diane Gillingham for the Pentecostal 

Assembly Historical Committee.  

 

We also know little about the local Maccabee Lodge other than that it was a fraternal 

organization which had a women’s branch. One of their main services was providing member 

benefits in times of illness or death. There is a photo of the Maccabee Ladies among early 

Roseisle collection. It is of interest because the names of these early residents were recorded on 

the back of the photo.   

 

 
Ladies from Maccabee Lodge – 1906-7 

 

Front Row (L->R): Mrs. Saunders; Mrs. Turnbull; Mrs. Galbraith (Mrs. W.C. Jr. or Mrs. T.?); Mrs. Bob Keith; Mrs. 

Slessor; “Grandma” Begg with Cathie Taylor on knee (Cath. was born in 1906). 
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As of 2016, Roseisle still has three active churches:  Roseisle Gospel Hall (1898 - ), Roseisle 

Pentecostal  Assembly(1918 -) and Roseisle Evangelistic Mennonite Church (1968-). The United 

Church (1891-1971) commemorative cairn can be seen at SW corner of 1
st 

Street & 2
nd

 Avenue.  

Roseisle Cemetery. The cemetery opened in 1895 at the original location of the Presbyterian 

Church, one-half mile south of the present-day town-site.  Many of our local pioneer families are 

buried here. In early years, 16’x16’ plots sold for $4.00; members of the congregation provided 

posts to fence the cemetery.  The first burial was Florence Smith, daughter of Joseph and Ann 

Smith, buried in 1895.  An information centre at the site contains a cemetery map, alphabetical 

listing of burials by family, along with location of burials and monuments for individual plots.  

The archway (1981) was built by local metal craftsman Clifford McPherson.  

The Coleman album contains two photos of early graves, both showing rather bleak cleared land 

surrounding the cemetery.  Both makers have sunk over the years to cover the lower foundations. 

 

     

 

-16- 



Early Views of Roseisle 

As businesses and institutions began congregating in Roseisle, the town quickly grew.   J.B. 

Coleman’s photos record the only panoramic views we have of early 1900’s Roseisle. 

 

 

 

This photo was taken from the west end of town where the road crossed the railway tracks (the  

S-curve at west end of present-day park).  At that time, most of the buildings were clustered in 

the west end of town. The lumberyard, owned by W.D.B. Boyd, was located on Main Avenue 

where the Pentecostal Church now stands.  Next to it was the William Galbraith Store, built in 

1905.  Beside it to the east is what later became the Garwood Store, and further east is the Moore 

Store. The photo was taken after 1908 because the Gospel Hall can be seen east of Moore=s Store 

- this building was moved to town in March, 1908.  The railway station is to the right of the 

picture. A railway car has been shunted onto the south siding, perhaps for loading at the 

platform.  Later, a grain elevator was built just south (right) of where the car is positioned. 

 

We have no certain identification at this time of owners of homes in the west end of Roseisle 

other than the larger building which was likely the home of W.D.B. Boyd. Boyd bought the land 

on which Roseisle stands from the CPR.  Born in England, he was one of the earliest settlers in 

the area, a local councillor and a Reeve of the municipality.  His diaries for 1891-92 survived. 

They were donated to the Dufferin Historical Museum and, along with the Coleman photos, help 

flesh out our knowledge of life in early Roseisle. 
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Close-up of western part of Roseisle panorama 

 
Close-up of eastern part of Roseisle panorama 

 

-18- 



 
View from the east 

 

In the view from the east, we can see the Gospel Hall on First Street. The back of the 

blacksmith’s shop and home are on the next street, with a house built by Angus Dennison facing 

them across the street.  It is unclear who owned the houses directly east and north of Moore’s 

Store.  

 

Early Roseisle Area Homes 

Many of the Coleman photos are of homes in the area.  A few of the homes are constructed from 

logs. Even then, they appear to be quite substantial homes.  Some of the photos were no doubt 

taken so families could let the folks back in Ontario or further afield know that they were not lost 

in the wilderness of the Canadian prairies.  For this reason, the larger, more substantial dwellings 

may be over-represented.  In most cases, families posed for the photo outside their home.  Here 

is a sampling of the homes. 
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W.C. Galbraith and wife Jane (Ager) Galbraith built this house that stood on the south-west 

corner of Second St. and 2
nd

. Ave. It was later occupied by the Wm. Lowry family and by several 

other families over the years until it recently was demolished.  

 
John & Catherine Ager home 
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John and Catherine (Garrison) Ager homesteaded a mile west of Roseisle in the late 1880’s and 

built the home shown above.  It burned in 1957.  

 
The Steed home, another of the fairly large local homes 

 

 
McLellan log home north-east of Roseisle 

 

The McLellan home a mile east of Roseisle is an example of a substantial log home from the 

area. The abundance of trees on many local properties, especially those near the river, was a  
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bonus for homesteaders who used the wood for fuel and for building a dwelling or adding to it as 

the family expanded in size.  Homesteaders had to build a dwelling and live on the land for six 

months of the year to meet requirements for ownership.  They also had to break a specified 

number of acres of land. In wooded areas, this meant back-breaking work, felling trees and 

clearing stumps before planting crops. 

The People 

Most of the Coleman photos of local people are posed and formal. John Beatty Coleman didn’t 

take the casual snapshots that flood our lives in the digital era. In the early 1900s, photographs 

other than those taken in a studio, were usually taken outdoors to get good lighting. Movement, 

as in the photo  of the native family below, could result in blurring, which wasn’t picked up until 

the film was developed.  And in a digital age, it’s easy to forget a time when the cost of film and 

developing was a major consideration.  All of which make the Coleman photos a local heritage 

treasure.  

Native Family.  Early accounts of Roseisle include references to native families travelling 

through the area.  The above sketch of the area shows an “Indian Path” and an “Indian Cart 

Trail” which were probably followed by the first settlers to the area. Until recently, traces of the 

trail were still visible and local farmers have ploughed up hammer heads and other artefacts in 

their fields.  

 
Native family near Roseisle 
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The Begg, Stevenson & Loyns families were among the early settlers 

 

We are fortunate to have the names of these early Roseisle residents recorded: Mr. & Mrs. John 

Begg, Daisy Stevenson, Ed & Bertha Stevenson, Fred & Nellie Loyns, and Allan & Mrs. 

Stevenson Sr. 

 

Local men.  Here are a few of the local men that J.B. Coleman captured on film. 

 

J.B. Coleman (R) and colleague dressed in warm Sunday best 
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The Griffiths, members of one of the local families 

 

 
These men posed for photos in two settings, here and the one below 
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Do we look better in a formal or informal setting? 

 

Women.  Women also posed in their finery, including extravagant hats. 
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Local ladies, unnamed 

 

 
Myrtle Emberly, Florence Campbell, 

Maud Werseen, Roberta McKenzie 
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Children. Some of the many photos taken of younger members of the Coleman family and their 

neighbours. 

 
Jessie Boyd, only child of W.D.B. Boyd and Laura (Begg) Boyd; died age 15, buried in Roseisle Cemetery 

 

 

     

 Informal and formal photos of Raymond and Glenn Coleman, seen on right with parents J.B. & Anna Coleman 
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        Daughters of Fletcher & Emily Ager                    Spence children recorded for posterity 

 

 
Early Wheels 

 

This photo was taken August 1907 and is labelled AGoing for a Ride in Summer@.  The two 

young lads in the wagon are Ray Coleman and his neighbour, Walter Rivett (labels on wagon). 
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Ernie and Irene Burrows with their pet owls. 

 

Life in a Farming Community 

Other than the few businesses in town, the main local occupation was farming. For settlers who 

homesteaded wooded areas, this meant clearing trees and pulling stumps with horses or oxen 

before cultivating the soil.  In other area, the challenge was breaking and sowing the rich prairie 

soil. 

 
 ‘Mixed farming’ circa 1890 
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W.D.B. Boyd, the local councillor who homesteaded the land where Roseisle now stands 

recorded in his diary: AThursday May 7
th
 - Very, very windy day and very hot south wind.  Big 

fires on the mountain. Bob and I back-setting, breaking with gang plow, oxen and horses - tough 

work@.  As more farmland was broken, mechanization was welcomed. Threshing machines, other 

implements and labour were shared, particularly at harvest time.  

 
Art Cook farming south-east of Roseisle 

 

 
Cutting grain with binder 
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Threshing at Coleman’s 

 

 
Threshing outfit near Roseisle 1905 
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Hauling wood in winter 

 

 
Early mishap - steam engine that went through the bridge southwest of Roseisle.     
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Grain wasn’t the only local food produced in the early days. Manitoba maples were one of the 

species of trees that grew near Roseisle. Although not as sweet as the product pioneers knew 

from Eastern Canada's sugar maples, collecting and boiling down the sap was a popular spring 

pastime. Here, the characteristic sprawling Manitoba maple branches made a useful support for 

the boiling kettle. The photograph below was taken at the Coleman home in 1904.  

 

 
Making maple syrup at Coleman’s 

 

The Coleman’s also were honey producers.  As you can see in the following photos, J.B. 

Coleman was comfortable handling swarms of bees. 
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Bees at the Coleman home 

      

They weren’t the only honey producers. Nowadays, the Roseisle Community Grocery Co-op 

prides itself in offering local products. The roots of this tradition can be seen in Harry Otto’s sign 

for local honey. 
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Harry Otto, whose farm was located at the west end of town, also had an orchard in which he 

grew a variety of plums, apples and other fruit.  He donated the evergreen trees that still shelter 

the local school building and developed knowledge and interest in horticulture among local 

youngsters through a school gardening club. 

 

Others Sources of Food.  One way of supplementing the food larder was through hunting.  J.B. 

Coleman photographed members of the Steed family hunting partridge, back in the days before 

meat came in packages from freezers.  The local deer population also were fair game.  

 

 
The Steed men bring home a couple of partridge for dinner. 

     

 

In the days before refrigeration, perishable food was kept in summer in an ice-house. Blocks of 

ice were cut in winter from local rivers and ponds and stored in insulating layers of sawdust in a 

covered pit or small shed.  Dairy products and other perishables could be kept cool even on the 

hottest days of summer.    
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Huber Coleman harvesting blocks of ice 

 

Transportation 

 

An open cutter and team of horses was the common means of travel in winter.  J.B. and Mrs. 

Coleman are seen above in heavy coats, tucked under warm blankets as they set out from home. 
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In summer, sleigh runners were replaced by wheels. 

 

 
Look who got to drive … 
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Or ride bicycles 

 

 
J.B. Coleman’s first car - a 1913 Model T Ford 
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Trains Arrive in Roseisle 

In 1901, the rail line reached Roseisle, continuing west through the South Boyne Valley to 

Somerset.  By 1902, it had reached Learys, four miles west of Roseisle, where a brick plant was 

now in operation. In 1907, a cement factory opened at Babcock, further west in the valley. 

Roseisle saw further growth as a service centre for these communities. Rail traffic expanded as 

the escarpment lands were designated as wood lots. Hundreds of cords of wood were shipped out 

by train to provide fuel for homes as far east as Sperling.  

 
Changing face of transportation – horse and buggy in front of water tank for train  

 

Steam engines filled up with water at the water tank in Roseisle before heading up the grade 

through the valley. Water was pumped into the tank from the South Boyne River just north of the 

tracks. A small dam provided a steady source of water as well a local swimming hole. 

Arrival of the railway provided J.B. Coleman with a fine opportunity for taking pictures.  Some 

of his more interesting photos are of the challenging railroad construction in the valley west of 

Roseisle, which apparently was a ‘tourist’ attraction for local residents.  
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Building the railway near Roseisle ca. 1901 

 

 

 
In this terrain, horses and mules played a key role in railway construction 
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Plenty of ‘supervisors’ 

 

 
Tent city in the South Boyne Valley housing the railway construction crews 

-41- 



 
Railway cooks ready to serve a hungry crew 

 

 
More of the camp crew 
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Sight-seers turned out to check on progress of the railway. The young girls in the photo appear in 

another J.B. Coleman photo and seem to be from the same family; however, we don’t have their 

names.  

 
Other sight-seers relaxing by the South Boyne River 

 

 

-43- 



 
Some areas required blasting 

 
Section gang 

After the railway was built, it required ongoing maintenance. Harry Otto (back right) was section 

foreman in Roseisle for many years and the railway section crew employed a number of local 

men over the years. 
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Neighbouring Communities 

Although they didn’t have local businesses, other communities near Roseisle had their own 

distinct identities. Hyde Park to the north and Eldorado to the south of Roseisle centered around 

the local schools, which provided a focal point for social events and community gatherings.  J. B. 

Coleman took photos of children from both these schools. 

 

 
Hyde Park School students and teacher 

 

 

 
Eldorado School children August 1903 
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Christmas at Eldorado School 

Four miles to the east of Roseisle, the Stephenfield community had a store, school, post office, 

blacksmith shop and later an elevator.  J.B. Coleman photographed early Stephenfield and its 

school children. 

 

 
Early Stephenfield 
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Stephenfield School 1904 

 

To the west of Roseisle, the tree-covered hills provided an attractive place for a scenic drive, as 

well as a source of wood for fuel and lumber.  

 

 
Driving up the escarpment west of Roseisle 
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Back to the Present 

Our final stop brings us back to the Roseisle Cemetery to pay our respects to John Beatty 

Coleman for making this pictorial history possible.  From the Roseisle community, we wish you 

a sincere “Thank You!”   

 

 
Coleman graves in Roseisle Cemetery                        Photo: I. Bramadat 
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ENDNOTES 

 

First Settlers Arrive 

1.    For a copy of the original survey see: Council of the R.M. of Dufferin (1982).  The 

History of the R.M. of Dufferin in Manitoba. 1880-1980  Inter- Collegiate Press, p.26. 

 

First Post Office 

2.    The Manitoba News, August 22, 1885, printed in Morden, Manitoba. As quoted in 

Dufferin History, p.230. 

3.    The History of the R.M. of Dufferin in Manitoba. 1880-1980  records similar versions of 

the story. 

4-8. From W.D.B. Boyd Diary, December 31, 1891; January 1, 1892, January 23, 1892; 

January 7, 1892; January 23, 1891; January 8, 1892.  

 

Early Roseisle Schools 

9. Ethel Chisholm.  History of Roseisle as recorded by Ethel Chisholm, daughter of Joseph 

Smith, p. 2.  This is an undated, hand-written version of the history from the files of M. 

Garwood. 

 

10. History from school cairn; also recorded in R.M. of Dufferin. (1982).  The History of the 

R.M. of Dufferin in Manitoba 1880-1980, p.178. 

 

11. R.M. of Thompson History Committee. (1998).  Miami and R.M. of Thompson Chronicle,  

p.534. 

  

12. W.D.B. Boyd Diaries, 1891-92.  On August 9, 1892, Boyd recorded that he went to Carr’s  

for a school meeting. He also mentions the location of the school on the Boyd  land. On August  

31, 1892, he notes that Mr. McPhail was around with the school petition. W.D.B. Boyd was  

Councillor for the district for several years and was Reeve of the R.M. of Dufferin at the time the 

school opened in 1894. 

 

13. R.M. of Dufferin. (1982). The History of the R.M. of Dufferin in Manitoba 1880-1980,p.178. 

 

14.  Myrtle Jopp. (c.1978). Roseisle Settlers, Pioneers, Schools. This is a hand-written  account 

of the early history of the district by Myrtle (Galbraith) Jopp for Roseisle teacher Lillian Hirst, 

as background for a school history project. Much of the same material appears in the Myrtle 

Jopp’s writeup for the Roseisle history section of The History of the R.M. of Dufferin in 

Manitoba 1880-1980 published in 1982 by the R.M. of Dufferin. Myrtle Jopp was born in 1906.  
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She was member of one of the early Roseisle families and attended school at all three Roseisle 

schools. She later taught in Roseisle from 1957 to 1971.  

 

15.  Cliff McPherson, conversation with I. Bramadat, May, 2005. The McPherson family lived 

for several years on the quarter section just west of the old school site.  

 

16-17. Ethel Chisholm.  History of Roseisle as recorded by Ethel Chisholm, daughter of Joseph  

Smith, p. 2; R.M. of Dufferin. (1982).  The History of the R.M. of Dufferin in Manitoba 

1880-1980, p.178. 
 

18.   Del Clearwater, conversation with Delbert Snider, 1970s.. 

 

19.   Hugh Clearwater, interview with I. Bramadat and S. Snider, July 2005. 

 

20.   Myrtle Jopp, (c. 1978). Roseisle Settlers, Pioneers, Schools, pp. 1-2. 

 

Early Stores 

21. The records are conflicting as to whether it was Edwin (E.J.) Moore or his son Billie Moore 

who operated the store at the new location. Billie built and operated a store in Stephenfield; it 

may be that Edwin and later Billie ran the Roseisle store.  If anyone has further information, 

please let us know. 

 

22.  J.C. (ACharlie@) & Dorothy Campbell operated the store from 1951 to 1982; son Garth took 

over from1982 to time of closure in 2005. 
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Learn More about Roseisle History 

Who were the early families that who homesteaded in the Roseisle area – the farmers, 

business owners, men, women and children who attended our churches and schools, served on 

boards and committees, lived here, died here and were buried in the local cemetery?  Volume 

II in this series will answer some of the questions about our early families, who they were, 

where they lived, and what they contributed to the fabric of early life in Roseisle.  

 

Meanwhile, many of the answers can be found in the following heritage resources: 

History of the R.M. of Dufferin 1880-1980– Published by the R.M. of Dufferin, in 1982, this 

excellent history of the Municipality is now out of print but is available online through 

manitobia.ca. 

 

Roseisle  School – 1892-1992. Compiled for the Roseisle School Cairn Committee by Ina 

Bramadat in 2006; with history of three Roseisle schools, class, teacher and trustee lists.  

 

Roseisle U.C.W. Centennial Recipe Book (1970) – the introduction gives a brief history of 

Roseisle United Church and the work of the U.C. women. 

 

History of the Gospel Hall (1998) compiled by Mrs. Heather (John) Dyck from early records 

of the church; has a number of pictures and information about members and the work of the 

church. 

 

Roseisle Pentecostal Assembly 1920-1995. Written by Diane Gillingham for Pentecostal 

Assembly Historical Committee.  

 
“Roseisle EMC: A Congregation with a Heart”, article by Terry Smith in the Messenger, 

Vol.38,No. 10, Nov.1, 2000 gives a history of Roseisle Evangelical Mennonite Church. Also 

online. 

 

Boyd Diaries - diaries from 1891-92 survived and were donated to Dufferin Historical 

Museum. 
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History of the Bonspiel in Roseisle by Dorothy Hudson, written in 1983 for the 25
th
  

anniversary of bonspiel. 

 

“New Rink for Roseisle Community”, written by Susan Dickens, undated. 

 

WWI Soldiers – in 2014, to recognize the 100
th
 anniversary of the beginning of WWI, local 

students completed individual histories of soldiers who died in WWI; brief accounts of all 

local WWI soldiers were compiled by I. Bramadat.  Letters home from two WWI soldiers 

(Dorval Saunders and Iver Werseen) also have been compiled in booklets by Stephanie Fraser 

of Winnipeg.  

 

WWII Soldiers, brief history of WWII soldiers compiled by S. Snider. 

 

Bev (Garwood) Russell grew up in Roseisle where her father and grandfather operated a store. 

She recently donated early family photos along with minute books from early Roseisle 

committees. The will be housed in the Dufferin Historical Museum and include: 

Constitution, Bylaws and Minutes, Roseisle Community Club, 1919-20 

Records of the Roseisle Skating Rink Committee 1922-29 

Minutes of the Roseisle Literary Society  1929-30 

Minutes of the Roseisle Sports Club 1931-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-52- 


	Roseisle Vol 1  The Early Days Cover
	Roseisle Volume 1 Early Years  2017 update

